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Education at Saint Peter’s


Education is a human endeavor, a dance, if you will, that requires the involvement of the participants to be successful. At Saint Peter’s therefore it is a shared experience, involving conversation and an invitation to grow in faith. I have found it to be an experience that has changed my vision as to what it means to follow Jesus Christ.  I think if you study the role of prophets, follow Paul on his journeys, talk about how Grace acts in our lives, learn to pray the Gospel, discover the joys of good Church music, share class with people of other Christian denominations, hold inter-faith conversations, study the book of Wisdom, discover the meanings of The Son of Man, learn about the Kings of Israel you can’t help but creatively shape life in the city because you have held conversations about faith and its meaning and are ready to begin to live what you have learned. We cross a bridge together in understanding one another and God in a deeper way.


The Sunday Forums have presented opportunities to learn about other Traditions, i.e. Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, Ba’Hai practices to name a few, conversations about imagery and imagination in Religion, how science and faith complement (or don’t) one another, what further work needs to be done in helping immigrants, Music and the liturgy, lessons of the day, Theological ABCs (again just some of what we have presented over the years.) There is always conversation about the topic being presented. Further we are nourished by these conversations – our faith expands and is real.


Retreats and other small groups provide leadership opportunities and nourish faith growth and discipleship. Further, small groups provide an opportunity for people to get to know one another, connect thinking with feeling and action so that matters of faith become life matters.  New members have opportunities to be new together -they are welcomed and invited into the community. We “take them where they are” and our hope is to broaden the reach of Christ as lived at the Intersection. 


In Wednesdays Together there are ten little girls who are talking about God and taking beginning steps in their faith so that eventually they can publicly seek God’s nourishment and creatively shape life in the city.  Our present Confirmation class is corresponding on line three with Pastor Derr to receive what they need to know in order to be confirmed. The students are also sending written work to Pr. Derr.

Program Summary

Wednesdays Together – involves three pastors rotating teaching – the program has little money $450 budget and is using teacher-made materials.  The program needs resources 

Confirmation – Led by Pr. Derr using technology: e-mails and attachments. Funding needed for food and field trips.

New Members – Pastoral Hours  - 207 hours – Sept.-May speaking to prospective members building relationships, sending out e-mails, copies of sermons, management and coordination. 

Small Groups – (prayer groups, Bible studies, discernment groups, ministry teams) currently 8 hrs. a month that will jump to 24 hrs with launch of Bible Study in Pr. Spellman’s home, with addition of lunchtime group during Lent it should jump to 32 hrs. a month  

Bible Study -  $50-60 per week for food and supplies.

RETREATS- SELF-SUSTAINING IN TERMS OF MONEY Attendees 8-20 people

Wednesday Night Study – three hours prep time plus time spent with the group for each class – as sole leader. Adult forums take two hours of prep for each forum. A daylong retreat 15-16 hours of prep. Pr. Derr usually budgets two hours prep for every education hour.

Attendees: 11 to 23 depending on topic or time of the year. Food from on high or contribution from participants for pizza, soda  Higher in Lent – We share this experience with the Church of the Holy Family and expenses as well

Forums – mostly self-sustaining – two people are paid whenever they speak – Lucinda Mosher $200, Paul Dinter $150. The other speakers are not paid and for the most part are members of the congregation.

Attendees 8-25 depending on topic and location of the Forum
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